Braglia Foundation

Love at first sight for outstanding
pieces of international art

Founded by Anna and Gabriele Braglia in 2014, the Braglia Foundation in
Switzerland’s Lugano is home to an astonishing art collection and is also a
marvellous testimony of this incredible collector couple’s sincere love for and true

dedication to art.
TEXT: MARILENA STRACKE

Anna and Gabriele Braglia have always
shared a great passion and love for art
and the foundation brings their instinctive
choices when it comes to collecting pieces
of art, both from national and international
artists, to life.

Put simply, it was often love at first sight
and the decision-making of which new
piece to acquire could have almost been
seen as being fairly spontaneous, from the
outside. Butin fact, the Braglias showed gre-
at expertise and knowledge for their shared
passion. What started with a Christmas
gift in 1957 — a tempera painting by Mario
Sironi from Gabriele to his young wife
Anna - turned into almost six decades of
exploring art of the twentieth century from
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Picasso to Balla and Modigliani and thus
building an outstanding collection.

In 2014, the Braglias decided to share
their passion and hence promote art itself
to a wider audience through a large exhi-
bition space. This space is fully equipped
with state-of-the-art technologies for the
preservation and display of this important
collection, that now includes well over 200
pieces. That is how the Braglia Foundation
was finally born. The Braglia sons, Riccardo
and Enrico, were also on board with this
heartfelt family mission, and still support
the Foundation to this day. It should come
as no surprise that after just a few years, the
Braglia Foundation has firmly established
itself in today’s Swiss art scene.

Fondazione Gabriele e Anna Braglia in
Lugano. Photo: © Roberto Pellegrini

It contains the biggest collection of
[talian-Slovenian ~ artist, Anton Zoran
Music, whom Anna and Gabriele Braglia
were personally acquainted with. Over 40
art works by Zoran Music are part of the
collection, including oil paintings, drawings
and 20 watercolours.

The German expressionism collection is
also of particular importance. During the
mid-1980s, the Braglias visited the Art
Basel and almost coincidentally noticed
works by Paul Klee. Love at first sight, this
marked the beginning of their ongoing
passion for German expressionism. As
a result, they continuously visited many
exhibitions focusing on works of this art
movement and bought a large number of
important pieces.

The couple’s dedication to German ex-
pressionism is reflected in this special part
of their collection, which provides an over-
view of the artworks by prestigious artists
of the ‘Munich and Murnau group’, better






